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What do you know about The Great What do yol want to lsar about The What have you learnt after finishing

Great Irish Famine? You might know
some details but are interested to
know more. Write about what things
you would like to learn.

Irish Famine already? What have
you heard about it? Can you think
about when it happened and why?

Write down anything you know
about the Famine.

this topic of The Great Irish Famine.
Look back at what you knew
before and show how much more
information you now know after
studying the topic.




The Great Famine
An Gorta Mor

In 1845, over eight million people
lved in Ireland. More than half the
population lived on small land in
mud cabins. Society relied on
agriculture to survive and people
were most dependent on potatoes

Landlords owned the land and many lived in Britain. These were known as
absentee landlords Ireland was governed by Britain and

The potato proved 1o be a papular trop
as it needed lietle sorl (0 grow and

required very lifte squipment to harvest

An average man wruld eat up to 0
potatoes a day

The patato crop was firse brought to
Ireland by a man called Sir ‘Walter Ralevgh.
He discoored that the lrsk cimate sasted

patato-growng

Bach in the mid 1800s, potatows were
ften saten up to three tmes a day

The B

‘The blight' was a disease which

affected the potato crop in 1845

It was a fungus which spread by

wind. [t turned potatoes soft and

black. Potatoes it by ‘the blight'
were rotten and smelled very bad |

7

Potatoes are nutritious. cheup and
\peided 2 hegh crop

More than 3 mallion people would have
lived 0n a diet of only potatoes.
meaning (t wat a vital rop for lrdland

With their main source of food destroyed, over ! mullion people in [reland
died. The British government tried to ignore the problem in [reland for many
months before finally realising that help was needed




In 1844, the crop failed again Starving
people ate whatever food they conld
find, some even eating grass to survive

The British Prime Minister, Sir Robert
Peel, organised help for Irelond

He arranged for Indian corn 1o be brought
from America 1o feed the poor

However, thit was nat without cost and

many of the starving wers 160 poor to
even buy the cotn

Workhouses were built around

s 18305 and 1840<

help peapl

themse

People hated qoing to the workh
during The Great Famine man

vere left with ther opt

Some workers died before ever receving
their wages
As a result. workhouses be
vercrowded and many had
Schemes were orgonised to provide utside of people waiting t

people with jobs. such as canal and
road building n return for money

reland Ince you entered you could not leave

ent up to ten hours a day

tones while women would kit

uch strict rules were kept. such as n

peaking during

y people bad language and n
n meal nmes

came Families would onby see each other on
Sunday mass

tl

ndinons were extremely poor and

farmilies were separated on arrival

Soup Kitchens




people, the only way t
escape from the famine was

migration

Disease and hunger continued in The west of Ireland was worst affected
Ireland unnl 1851
Huge numbers of peaple fled to
but were sncouraged to return by Bri
government in May 1847

The numbaer peabers decreased
The population of Ireland was greatly under two mllion
reduced as a result of the famine
2 and Canada became the fe
for many lrish

More than one million people died and Famulies were
maore than one and a hatf mulion
Many people chose 1o emigrate te

people emigrated
America on dangerous ships

were en

smugrate

Thousands died on coffin ships’ used tc
bring people away fr

m Ireland

Poputation Fall in lretund 1841 1851




A famine is when there is a widespread scarcity of
food due to crop failure, population imbalances
or the government. The Great Irish Famine of
1845-1850 was a time of suffering, misery,
disease, starvation, poverty, eviction,
emigration and death. Over one
million Irish people died and two
million emigrated.




Emigration

Emigration is when someone
leaves their own country to
seek settlement elsewhere.
The Great Irish Famine of
1845-1850 resulted in over

two million Irish people
leaving Ireland to settle in
England or North America *
forever. They had no choice

as conditions in Ireland
were appalling.




Labourers
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" Labourers are unskilled

| workers. Before the Great
Irish Famine, many Irish
people worked on the
land, growing and living
off mainly potatoes.
However, many people
did not have huge
amounts of land to grow
crops and thousands of

labourers had no

land at all. ok S




Potatoes are a starchy crop grown
underground and were a stable food
source to Irish people before The
Great Irish Famine. Men used &
to eat at least 60 potatoes a A
day; women ate about 45 and
children ate about 25 a day.
Families, in particular poorer
families, dependedonpotatoes
in order to live.




Workhouses were built just
before the Great Irish Famine
and were used to house and
feed the poor. In exchange
for this, the people would
have to work very hard.
Some jobs included making
sacks for grain and I
breaking stones to fixand % M..j
make roads. Approximately
130 workhouses were built
between 1841 and 1845.




Blight is a disease that affects plants.
Discoloration, wilting and the death

of plants and crops occurs from this disease.
In September 1845, this disease attacked the

potato crop in Ireland.
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After the blight had affected the potato
crops and many people were dying, the
British government imported Indian
corn from North America to help the
starving Irish people.

“ A = =
] aj‘ )“1 : < _' LA “"_,;.:-' /

s ~J.,' ;“\—"J

1 L9 visit twinkl.com



| Relief Works

| The Government decided to
provide work for the starving
Irish, for them to earn money
to buy a little bit of food.
Many of the people were too
weak to work and much of
the work had no real point.
Much of the work was to
build unneeded roads in
remote areas which became
known as ‘The roads

to nowhere' i S




Black '47

The Great Irish Famine saw its
worst year in 1847 and this

s known as ‘Black '47’. As
well as starvation, people
suffered from diseases, such

as cholera and famine fever.

This fever was contagious

and so many people were

affected and died. The number

of deaths was increasing and

the winter of 1847 was

an extremely cold one. Lovind JEEE




Cholera

Cholera was a disease
that the Irish people
suffered from
during ‘Black 47"
This disease caused
vomiting and diarrhoea
and was fatal. It caused
many Irish people to die
during this year.
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Coffin Ships

During the Great Irish
Famine of 1845-1850
and for a few years
after, over two million Irish
people decided to emigrate
from Ireland. They travelled
on small sailing ships which
were not suitable for the long,
dangerous journeys they faced. As
a result, many passengers died and so
they became known as ‘coffin ships.
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The population of Ireland grew rapidly before the

famine, to approximately 8.5 million. As a
result of the devastation and emigration
of the Great Irish Famine, the population
was affected hugely. About one million
people died and two million
emigrated. Approximately 1.5
million Irish people emigrated to
America, a quarter of a million
went to Britain and most of the
remainder went to Canada.




The Great Famine
Question Sheet

Use your knowledge of The Great Famine to answer the following questions:

1. When did The Great Famine take place?

2. Whatis meant by the term ‘absentee landlord'?

3. Why were potatoes so popular in Ireland at the time?

4. What disease affected the growth of potatoes?

5. Which year is considered the worst year of The Great Famine?

ou think they were called this?




8. Why do you think some parents encouraged their children to emigrate?

9. What diseases caused death as a result of The Great Famine?

10. How did the population change after The Great Famine? Why was this?




The Great Famine

Word Bank
speakers million west crop emigrate fungus
disease population relied coffin ships
The Great Famine took place in Ireland in the mid-1800s. A that presented

in the form of a called blight caused it. This fungus caused the potato

in Treland to fail, leaving the majority of people starving. This was because most

people on potatoes to live as this was their only source of food. Disease and hunger

continued in Ireland until 1851. The of Ireland was greatly reduced as a result

of famine. More than one million people died and more than one and a half

people emigrated. Thousands died on used to bring people away from Ireland. The

of Ireland was worst affected. The number of Irish

deceased from four million to under two million by 1851. Families were torn apart as younger members were

encouraged by parents to to a better life.




The Great Famine - Cause and Effect

Read the following statements and decide whether it is a cause of The Famine or an effect
of The Famine. Whrite cause or effect beside each one.

1 The Irish Famune led to the death of more than 1 million people

O]

More than 1 5 million people were forced to emigrate.

GJ

Landlords became bankrupt.

D

Small farms were merged to form larger ones.

5 More than half a million tenants were evicted.

6. The number of Irish speakers decreased.

7. A fungus, commonly known as 'blight’, spread through Ireland.

8. In 1845, the majority of people lived solely on potataes.

Q. Workhouses were opened to help people earn money.

10. Coffin ships brought people to places like America and Canada.




Ireland in 1845

Pretend you are a reporter for the ‘News in Ireland’ newspaper in 1845. The blight has just
affected the potato crop and this means that many people will have no food source. Report
the news so the people of Ireland know what is happening and discuss what you think may

happen because of this blight.




The Great Famine
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eviction

absentee
landlord
cholera

potatoes




